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TliE BULIBTIH of the Arcliaeological Society of Central Kew York

is puhlished monthly, except July and August, covering all phases
of archaeological and historical.endeavor pertaining to central lew

York State. Regular meetings of the A«S.1T«Y, are held, 8:00 P.H.,at
the Cayuga Museum of History and Art, Auburn, H, Y,

>i‘ H: « » « «i N: * 4 « «s l{i' « A

■ (The A.S.G.H.Y. is affiliated ' '

v/ith the Division of.Anthropplo^,
Cayuga iJiuseum of History and" Ar1:,
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Ihere isas the foot of Cayuga Lake in 1779 ?

By Harrison C^ .j’ollett.

Suhsequont to 1945 the history of the Sollivaav^Jlinton campaign through
Cayuga County and adjacent territory i;?as prepared hy tlie liTriter and published
in the Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Central How York, In this work,
the subject na,ttor of this article was thoroughly discussed. It is doomed essential
to publish at tliis time for the benefit of subsequent members and in an attempt to
more emphatically have it understood that the. writer, regardless of intimations,
has in no manner boon perei^ed to change his mind as it pertains to the actual
route pursued by the .army 0^-1779 across the foot of the lake or Montezuma Swamp
in 1779,.' ; . .■ ^ ■ ■ . ■

In 1887 the full history of, the campaign’as-prepared by, (Joneral John Sr
_ ■_CJLark_-^of^,4u35pmL,,JI,oy,^was-publlshod-byu^thew,Stato,-.,-.of-lIoWfjorko- , -- .'r

By extensive "research and” archaeold^'cal exploration by tho writer, Mr,
Harry L* Sch6ff,'Mr, Hewton B, Harwell, juid others, many discoveries were made
which'obviously proved the 1887 history to bo in ^oss error in so far as it

pertained to Cayuga CountyThose known errors combined with several others

throu^out certain sections, of the region-augmented the, laistoiry of the , campaign
, ■ as prepared by the writer as well as that of the Archaeological History of Cayuga

County® Tho writer, who then a resident of Oayu^ Oountyi as an-ardopt student

of Archaeology and an ardent, admirer of history of fact, b§cmo unintentionally
involved beyond a mere personal interest, in tho subjects named and was persuaded

to submit the whole for publication as before-stated®,

That, there may be no misunderstanding by the: reader, it is considered

-essential that he understands” the conditions under wlifch the artcile which,
follows is writtbn»

Tho original m'eaiuscript maps and other data essential to verbatim citations

has long been deposited in tho archives of ’^ho socrefeiry of the Cayuga County

Historical Society, Mso, access to tho history of, tho cam^'gn as published Tyy
tho State is not now available to the writer, Therefore the article must bo written

wholly from memory, and-any mistakes made .should be overlooked,' yet criticism in an
lnst3?uctive manner is. solicited,,. , , j J-l,. ,.: ^ - ,. V

What it is hoped will bo accomplished by tlfe preparation mcdn-ly is to ostablis

firmly that tho trail across the swamp could not possibly have occurod as dtod by tl

104-Q. imp.as published in 1887j viz? at the,close proximity of the foot of Cayuga Id:
- as it now, exists when in a normtil state* ,' '

HpTIMBffil .iCEEBTIHG - AHCHiBOLOGI CAL SOCIETY-GBHTHAL JOT.-YORK

■ TimSDAY^^IOTIHGjj, HOmiBER 12th
♦ ^ Jit * •

le-are happy to announce, that our speaker for the Hovember meeting
will be .Glenn. Rogers of Geneva* Mr, Rogers is president of the Geneva His«

tori cal ^Society and a. well known speaker on Mstorical topics over WGTAo
His subject-, will be, “Stories alpng the Tr^iifl and we look forward with

■ great anticipation' to an interesting and informative evening® Reports on
recent diggings, collections' to look over, and general discussion will fill

, the. evening.

PIM'-'TO, ATT3® ".OT) -BRIHG -A ERIEHD„ -
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. In the year 1886,} a year previous, to the puhlication "by the State of Hev/

York; lix^ Do'fa Adaias. ^a -resident of iuburn, (uho ■’•was nq-.relation to We., We
of Dili on Springs^) ga'vo an' es-bendod address hof ore the Cayuga County Historical'
Sociotyj ■ wha.ch they puhlished in paBphlot forng She tex't^ .as reTjev/od hy-;the-writer
oDviously indicates, t^rt ho ts®,s positive that the irray dptachEonts of, Sullivan?s
Jany oros-sod the Montozuna Swaiap as the writer :dctprmine.d s.t -fiino miles from- their.

respective camp at-_. Waterloo, er in. the vicinity ef, ^aoro- Wa.te,rl.oo" now stands'. So
well versed was ho in. the -subject’-that-he'made n.o-meri'bipn .of Baat, Cajoa-ga er- do‘.-''wac-*gua,
both of .-whicli'archaoolo^ proves efrono'bus aa, cifed ;i,n-. the State\pablicati6n'o

' j ■i..

Whether or not'Adaris was -ware of the ;proparatioii by 'Clark, when-ho‘gave
the addressj wq do •■not.bpoi^, but as the ts^it may appear to indicate', .Hp'V/as'-noro
or less familiar vnth Clark*s work and in viet; of tins it is. likely’‘•that ho did
not agree with its cita,tion of the route ptxrsued by tloo Amy across the''densd
SWanpi ■• ■■ •' .. .. ■ ._ ,

' As 'thG‘'itei^'b61g£m'thG'''west'^ind‘h‘areh-:''.they"’^fol-iowbd .hubetan't'i ally-the'
Indian paths .that led. from one Indian Village to another, their.'majn obje-ctivo
point being the head Castle Village-that was located on the G-pnpsgo ■Vdlloy f'la-ts
on the:'and west side of the Cenosee Hiver near the present village • of'Cuy-ldrvillc
in'Livingston County, H,,Y, '

Ihia trail the writer-'has traveled over on foot from ''one’ ohd'to ' tho other

and repeatedly-over several long sections of it,

The return journey by the Army to the east end' of Seneca lake was over the
some ground on which they traveled west. The entire route was surveyed’-'by linlt and
chain by the anmy engineers, £md when followed, on their map bj)- spacing compass or
calipers using the Identical ,stale as the records indicate, it will .be soon that
if any variatipn occurs,, it. is .Very' slight. Then, too, it will bo"fptiiid-'-tha.t tho
villago quoted by the official ’jcumals seldom'if over fails to disagree -m'th the
Journals where error is defected

' Tho mystery tliat .a^pea'i’'s to prevail in this particular instaheo''-is the
route pur,sucd across the .ewamp; of Montezuma, which up to but a few years’-ago- ■■ ■
was difficult to cross even‘in,'dry weather, How persons living today'enjoyed-
tho 'osperionco of -the wrltor'in the early nineteen hundreds, in middle July,

' when- a-relay of tlirec-'teams'"of .horses were required to pull an autb-''a®rdss -■'- ■
V the-'ewamp; road,-, and It .re.qui'red-several , weeks , of' labor at a ■very good •’•salary

te ^ill.tho empty psmap,'..created by tho event, .
' •

-. .In the hi st9ry;''o£'‘'’,thb,\ Campaign published'by tho State is' a large nap-'-

designated as„10'i-.G-arid .eh;';aXoducod scale to render it less ciJnbcrs.one-i, ■'It"•,■■• ■

was sorted out from about "fofty different ones by General Clark, By 'tho' use "
of this nap and applying spacing compass., and using the Journals-a,s■■'a'''gui-dc, '

'the "'diatanco trayglod will,-be found that at the point involYcd, thofo-’-'ecGurs -''■■■■•
a dis'cropanc^r tha^fe.-.C£j;rinot...bb..riado to^ comply with- the- distance cited as traveled

■ ■■'■-by'.'theJ.ou'i‘na,ls-j nor bGyo'nd 'the present foot of Oa-yuga ILiikc does it" correspond
with -the mileage quoted by'the-Army Jouynalso And in additiorip''Indian^ sites
claartod on the nap in five' Oases do not correspond, with arcliacolcgi-'O-al' dcter«

•'”'itfinat-ion&,-Two ■.•charted ..sites did not exist at all, namely E£^st Cayuga’'and

';'G^e^wri|i(guaf.. the latter at i;rriibri Spr^ng^ bs^fcablished until after 1779,

'- and'-the; other south, thereof.," nei|j,apv gf; fbo -Amy Journals nen-Erfon as -

■■ ■■''--easting;.Hurthcrnore,.thp>ill^q-.q|''j|£,"j.^r!^’4;'|.3'-plarted-on tho irorth;;bide
■■'•’'of Great Gul-lyj but instpa.d,arql;f(p9.1q^ fip-ds'|t ,9/1 the south sid5^/'.";-■-■’ • - ■

t ' .

« >
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Horo also nap 104-C p'bviously indicates the .route as extending direotlj’-
north and sotith and jath the' sono line as tlao present Mghway^' TMs-error nay'
not appear of n'ach- conseq.uohc.d 'td'persons not foniliar -nith tho actual route*

As vdll later 1)0, seeng donsi'icring the whole,; iV.^ptints.'to -oTor a- nilo distanob

■ as actually trayclod'*,Tho precipitous creek hank at tlUs point, together. .rdth the
actual location-of the yillages required a. round;,about •nanoU,T.or*; Also^ oho^half -■
nilc directly .south ms a deep ravine through wliich ■flbwod-'a'oropk, palled f or ';'. '
identification .pKt^osos,.. Slocun Oreekj a large' portion'of which.flows fron the-
uplands o'To, thp: oast n short distance o.ccurs a six to eight foot precipitous'
drop over a.,ro(flc lodge wid.ch,formed tho head of the raviho ci.todv-, pnd-caused '
a veering of tho trails- Ifamediatoly south occurs a high,"steep hiil which'also
ms shunned .'by.-the .trail, .hut' the 104^ nap indicates, b. straight'passagp through
the area,'-or ,pi^..a .diroct line; of tho'.prosont Metway* "

Thojohd^oct of this detailed citation is to indicate, in particular that- •
tho'-routo as-shwon='oh"this' ihapmt"this' poi'rit^is"’no't-'dopendahlo> .and'df ' npt:',&^ " '
conhined with other dr^tic errors, it surely is apt to likewise he..;sb .at the'

present foot, of Lake^'.as will he seen*

■ -Ihile ..the-.writer was wrestling with the prohlbn created hy the identi**.
ficatioh- Of:.thp-;'rQute;as iper the 104-43 reduced inap, 'Mri G-lonn ITprris, historian
of Tonpkins County, II*f*, in a search; through the amy-naps on file in the''afcluves
of the Now York Historical Society of New York cityj,- vdisoovcrcd .;twp snail, nape '
produced 'On.'a: scalp...of .pne inch to onb nilo, of which ho nado'. photostatic copies'
and prosonted tloon to. the writ of* They wpro do.signated as 90~iP. and or 96*>-S'

and 96t-Go ■ . . . ■. -:

.These .two naps definitely coincide with archaeological eaplorations^ '
geography- and.- geology,- and' iii • every.inportant detail-sustain, the. detprninations

, as cited in .this article and also.coincide, .with the otny Journals*

Oh nap 9.6«Q:, (if designation .is correct), it will he seen tliat at ahout '

one-quarter of a nile north of'Great Cully the actual trail veered sl^,ply-to ■;
the right and.crossed .both streams near Cayuga lake'into which tlnby..emptied'-'"
parallel to. oadi other, pnd where the hanks were shallow, A short distance ■■

thorofron, tho trail ehtbrod tho main town called the Castle that was situated . .

on the farm knovai. locally as. the' Dill homestead, thenoo it turned directly past
and at- ahbufc^onp-lialf^mlb .distant -passed, thrbugl'i:;..the; yillagb .;of Oayiiga;,(lh^an) ,-
then'turned neafiy abruptly ; south and passed ..throu^^tho Vi ll^igpbf'tipper Oayu^,
so named in the Amy Journals from .its location high -aheve.,;-thc Gastlo and the' - ;

-CSayuga Tillages* Tho trail then'- voered. eastward .chd- crossed,.thp .crookfahove--the
aforementioned falls, .and-thence in a SQpthefly,'diro'ctibn’,avQided'thb'steep hill
before i^ed and continued south parallel hut ,;distant-.about ;pn,p.'eight Of'a dil'c
fron,.Oaydga lake*. . h' . 1..;^;.= .' ‘

■-■ Now hy referring to the.' other, map', .tiie;'trail'obvious!^ shorn''the;-ahrupt
turn north paral^l to the ridge: that .Gxtch.ds;h6fth-.^d'.= abuth pprhlipi t.b-'the,
sweanp on the .west side. This .ridge is-conspicUb.us'andds,-desigm.ibd. ttn'nap''104«-iC^
a rare occurence: pn this-map, .vvhich.is-of-.pafticulaf nbtb',-.

As the^.hbrth end of this;;ridge wd‘s' feachedv,''d-sharp, turu to^tho'-right :in ,.
a slightly zig»*z.ag" lihoi- 'tho. trail-, cross,ed the ■ swanip -and:, reachpd ,the. past' shofo- -
line where ^1:10 present Reno Menard hridgo-Grosses-the-outlet .-o-f. Cayuga■■■lak-b-,which
according to -thc/Amy Journals was ..tho foot; .of CaY^a-:Iako,- £mdl edtbd;'specificaldy
as being 70 porclpcs (rods) or 1155 foot widje apd ampit'deep* bn tho .apex-of- thp
hill above stood-two ^yacated Indian long houses* - - ■

• • J
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-.■ .Tliis rbuto:' cdihcidps .mtli ihc..Journals ■ iri;.detail-by.V-ilpago^tiy' r^oo.'’rau3:3;f •,
\ and ■■'by e96ldgical formtiqn,-.^and,_is^rGpeclted hero in,.ejn.STOr' to'itlio'quostibr^-v;ldc4
has arisen at; various tinb^'sincobtho-recent-.■pu'blicatibh’'of --tho histbry of "the

; Otunpuispo as CKSapilod hy :tl;ic'b^i:tcr..,;‘Suhstantiating'-it/uro .the io^i' wot^- iharslTy •
, ,, and gouged.'out V .■yater:'sections in thoiarca.i'bGtueen. tho'.prc.sdnt: foot-'Of-ythe

and thc. ti'ail _or present roaduay oyer .phiclx.lt passesiat .present£•: In'further'sup-oort
of this.-deduction,.is the Ipcationbdf Black-Iiako.ucarhy ■pUithe.'nor-tli .sido'hof -.tlxe ~ ' •
highvTayj, its.,inlet and. oUlet, and' the low narshy., land-.t-liat.'estQSds;;-S'eVorcil-r.iilos'
north, wliich 'gcol.o.sr.'ohi^lpus.ly-dndlcatcSf.. was..'in, not'too iddstUh'tly'.roiadto’ tines

■ a part-of. Gajniga/Ink'c,; phi.chrin tlic.. course:of -tirp ,lprs..'roc'odod-tp- its-'^ '
level-as all-.thdVlakes have done, a point,'of' course,'-sdnich Is 'difficult'for'a •’

person or...personp who na^r. not ho versed in;the suhjoct,.; to'rcalizcs.., d g .

- ■- Bxcayat'ions, thrpugho'Ut the- s?mp area' liavc'r(jybhl'cd- ..in' tile silt-'dopo.sits ■ •
of thp 'old-.lako .'Dcd,-.'clap,,.shells, fish bones, and vari'oUs:'otherxsufficicnt'^donees
10 support our dotorninati ons' as _ ci ted, Again, a •rapidhrece sti'on, of ’the, -iakb - .could

— -‘-have-occurod -after■.■I779'e/Ihis‘is‘dtldehced irdpartictiiar; as-'noted bst pur' history '
.. .of arc.'i£ieolo^. at Kipp-Island and.in our rcsoarch'a .verbal, citation, is: re corded ■-

that definitely indicates tiat in the. early I800«s, Vator 'ih'-long.'duration: sur-*
•rounded Kipp island,' an'd-it was then ..of- such-depth-t!lTa,t ''.toiappr6hch'the-I sland
tho.usG^of.a boat>was npppssary,.-;and- was'thus'so-for-'.several-'Vears;,thereafter,,. ,
'CSoe- this-re cord', in thc.townsM'p of Mon-fceztiBa, inpthe ^irclpab'blo^'-bal Hi stein*"-pf
Cayuga County i- by, t.ho"writGr,) ,

■ ■' SoBotine.. sUbsequeut. to ;1929,-. Br ^ ’ Ale-xandcr- ^Blicky thpnxStatGi.Hi storian,
r.osurroctod at sono, pla,bc .in.Pennsylvania-a Journal nado' by -lieuti Boyd., ■pixo': - ‘'
^cconpanied Col,-; &ansevoo,rtls .dota-chnent-- of '„iQ0;.Ben- who tTOrd ’difocted’'to- prdceod.
,to Albany by the nearcs.'t-rputo'from thei-r-airmy-.camp' thon..'lo(3atod---just south of the

, - dcstroyo'd Kaioadasaga, Port/ Aorthwost -- of the.'pres.eut-'city.pf-.-JCehcvap-Bks •.aprornai, ''. “
at the., tipe. G-oncra.lv Clark' coBpiidd the- .campaign ■hi:st'ory., c-oua.d np-i;'- ho- f cund, ' tuid ' .
as it appef«rs,- lie other that cited the actual'departure‘.’of-thi-s'-contingent from

. the army'do-'baclui'Gnts to enter, Cajaiga-County,, therefore speculationyas to the route
. .. ttoy took on'd at. wliat point they, seperated' wasxrosopt.od to:;.:'and 'as-''the 1887-histoS’y ■

states,./therefore -assuming they- wore ■ a .■combinod- force., as. tliey- dhtored- the' countyi
TIloy.arc .cited .as^-a; monument piaced-in-1929 at. the', roadside- a'-Mle; or/:s'b,''south of.
the present. villcige/oP. Cajnx^ and’on-the-.south- side of the.,Aubm'’n-br'anclixpf ,t
How York;Contral-.and;Hudson, Eiver railrpa'd as-.:,.tl^.-'•place.-'.wherd;.-they departed* ■

- 4

- :furnished.;J‘udgg;-'Seari-ng -.-by’,Dr'-*'::pii-ck,5,-: then':
. -State Bistorima-,' and' .ih.,kindness, judge .Soar-ing -furnished-'^tliC.^writer with '

copy fpr-whi^cii vro are v^ors/'':thiniful*'Prom'tMs = jeujpnal'-'we-droar.n‘:t'ha.tv-t-his;
dctaplxient., Icf t the .'nain"'afniy '.ceinp .'.ae'v'cral vheurs,.-in-.-;3d’i!;anc'.G-;.-:of-'.-the 'ptlier*
Bhr'eo detacimients, .alivof ' whp'm' 'moyed indepondcnt.ls''.'t .d' aoah'Xcibb'bnt- df;,‘^ea,ch'
ptlTcr, oncaiiipcd SG.par'ate'lj'' and. operated separatoly-as olutjr-.requird'dfl-- Col,. ■
Dearbprn Separated ■Gntiroly- to carrjr put,.the campiiign, on-^.the. -vyes.'t.sidQ-of--.-
Cayuga County for .the'.akrie'-'-purpeiso j ,

'a*--

' ■

- r

, According to Bo5^l.?;'s:'Journai, Gansovoort, and-iOO men, jef-t-.Maior
Butlcrts do'bacbaonts ocvc-ral-.hours, in'advance fro.m their'onoamppent tmd'af.ter--
marcliing over-the. Inddan-'-trail for-.'ninG miles.,. rGached .the -opposi’td.? side; 6f" "
Cajniga Ijake, Hot; /irises-: the-probable 'question ,as to the exact co'urso.. takon|.
however,-as before cited and -taking in-fco consideration .'the "tvoII .kriom Indian .-

/■'-trail quite dcfinitc-ily- charted".. on'Jo'hnspnS p'-mp,p of'i77.1..'ana-.ether early nabs'-
" • - 'and the mileage, quoted from thq p.p^iit frpa' ttiey'-werc detacliod, tho'pknt

- cited as oncanped-.near,-the Indian.-yillq-gp iocatod'-'-nddu’ wiierc 'WaterIqd
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now stands, they could not havo possibly crossed the Hontoznna Swtifip at an;,- other

point* It was in fact the hi^^host point althou^f^h not conspicuous hj- a casual oesor<»

yation® but tliat -which now sopa-rates the nain part of the swanp frou Cayuga lake*

In protest of tMs route as we citC|,^ wo liavc been confronted by persons not fardliar
with naturi'.l land foma-tions and relying to sene extant upon the canpai'r51 history

published in 1887, who state that they had traveled-through the area'adjacent

to the foot of the present lake level and load seen tlm causeways erected by tlic

arny a.cross the s-^sanp* for the infomation of those •oersonss, tlae probable ridge
referred, to is, that contracted for a roadway thed in early days crossed tliis

part of the .gwanp, .Boilding of any bridge or causeway by those dotachnents was

in no instance resorted to# Ihon by comon reason, if at a, nile north of the

present foot of the lake it was arr>-pit deep, it surely near the nouth of the

outlet kno^m as the Seneca Bivor would naturally he several feet deep and tl:io

current naturally swift# In -bhis citation sene tradition which is cited hy G-enl®

Clark in his unpublished mnuscript has boon purposely omitted as common sonso

--indicates 4t-,t,cube prroho_ous#,.„ .

Severt-ing to the Boyd Journal, as they reached' the last hillside at -what

■ is ttowEeno Menard Bridge^ the journal states that they proceeded up the lake
One mile and at a corner of the lake, (Mud Look, where a natural cornof exists),
then brandling off, travoled ton or eleven miles to camp on the east side of the
outlet of Owaaco Bake#

Bet us now; ask .wl:^ they.pursued this route, and in answer wc cite heoausa

at Mud Bode, the Indian trail coning direct from Onondage extended from the foot

of 0We;sCo Lake in a north westerly direction, passed just south of the high,steep
hill just oast of Mud Bock, and continued to the junction point at Bone Menard
bridge, the only safe place at which, the outlet of Oayu^ Bako could be forded®

A correct spacing of tMs route will render it obvious that any other route could

not be made to bo in accord with the Journals as per the mileage quoted#

A review indicates that an important error is omitted wMch v;e cite and

wMd.1 appears to indicate an attomptgto fortify to scene extent G-ohoral Olarfctg

terminations* Coincidentally at Mud Bock in-very ancient tines there existed on

AlgonMan Indian Tillage site and its discovery, and not being versed in the

' modern science of. archaeology supposed it .to bo the place where the Jesuit
missionaries in. 1672, cited as IMoharo, vMch in fact was located a full mile

north or at the., point heforo mentioned as Bone Menard Bridge he si do the ford

-. andJ-dniian-trail- by wMch the- army-passed ■and--cal-led- -Ghaharoc- In -support -of
Olarkts error and in semi support- of our deductions, wo- cite the folloiiTing

from an oration by the Bev« Ohasc \t a Ha-j'/ley of Auburn, II* Y,, pablishod in
the 1887 Mstory, which was given in Aurora, Cayuga County, BeY#, at a
celebration of the first centennial of, the Campaigns Among the statkionts,
made wa-s the quoting from the Journals of the .^my of 1779,^ t|Tat at the foot
of Grea,t Gullj^ existed in 1779 the three villages that comprised the Jesuit
Mission site of St# Joseph in ^656, and also the three Indian towns visited

in 1677 by TJentwoth Croonhalghj and ten miles north at Mud Bock was the Jesuit

Mission of St, Stephen in 1672* Hfhat could be more erroneous ? HistoJ^ .and

archaeology say that these towns did not exist, before 174Q#

a,s

In consideration of all the erroneous evidence produced, and the. pertinent
facts produced, especially that IMoharo (Ohaha-ro); did not exist at Mud Bock as citoc

definitely in the Journals of the Aimy, substantiated by archaeology, as existing a
mile north whore they state the Indian houses' stood at or near the point -sdioro they
crossed tlio outlet of the lake, we must remain firm in our , convictioil that the level
of Cayuga Bake in 1779 ^s much Mghqr and extended, to Tree Bridge o.v Bene Menard

Bridge, ' .
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THE5 STORY- Of'CORE PLAET

Johannes^ or John Ahocl,, oldest son of Chi'istoffol imd M<'irgu.Gritta Brocso

Aheol^ was horn in Albany, April 8® 1722, raid is rocorded as an ''alleged lunatic

for the following reasons^

Ho early developed a taste for hunting and finally hecane a fnr trader’

anong the'Indians of the Six Eations, vdth when he -was on toms of intinato .

friendship, so nuch so tlnit ho hecane ontmoured with an Indian princess, named
Aliquipiso, of the Turclo Clan of Sonoca Trihe and married hcr^ Thein .son^ hoin
about 1742. hocaJ-ie the famous Corn Planto

The Histoiy of Montgous-ry County^ Ht.Ya RP21S &'233, contains the'f ollo^Ting

additional facts relating to Jolm Al'oclfi ,1

■^'Jolm Ahcel^. an Indian traderj, settled in the to'sm (Mindon) a-short .distance
from Port Plain in 1748o Ho secured several, hundred .acres of land' of..-'one-hf• the

■ grantees of the BXudeer parento In his previous intercourse Trith- the Indi.rns-j'he
had married the daughter of a Sonoca Chief, the ceremony being performed after
the Indian fashion^ A child of this marriage ims the famous chief, Oornplahte'r
(Corn Plant), . , . . , ^ ’

Ahool erected a stone dwelling upon a knoll directly above- the fla-tsc Ho

married on Sept, 22, 1759,. Mary Knouts, a member of one of tho prominent G-orman
families and a,t the beginning of the Revolution vas living on his farm* During

tho invasion of Octobor 1780, ho was taken prisonor by a band of IndiranSj. and

while irnncdioAoly expecting death, CornplOviitor a.ddrcssed Mm as. fathcrj, tlms
securing his safetyo Ife was given the liberty either, to accompuiy the IndiOvns
under tho protection of his son, or to return to Ms-white family,. Much credit

is duo him for choosing tho latter, and after hostilities Imd ceased., Oomplantar
- visited-lUn and -jxis received vrlth much hospitality

John Abed, by his second wife., had several children, descendants of whom

are still living in Montgomery County, Ei,Y,c)

Corn Plant (usually, but improperly spelled Corn Planter) was^ one of the

most unique charecters in American historj?-,. and it appears- somowliat strange -tliat
after a lapse of a century or more tho tru lustory of his parentage should now
for tho first.time bo-brought-to-lightg,- proving bo5''ond a doubt that.ho -tkis. a

grandson of one of Albany?s most distinguished mayors* There may hri,ve been an

effort on tho part of those interested to cover up the facts at tho time .by

permitting a misspelling of the name which has passed into history as O^Bail

: (easils’" mistaken for Aboel), but .Corn Plan-t»'s uwn statement to the Covernor

of Pennsylvania in 1836 in wMch ho gives an account of iiis early life (omitting
the name of Ms father) confirms the newly discovered o-videnco of his parentages
He sayss '^1 feel it my duty to send a speech to the Governor of Pennsylvania at

tMs tine and inform Mm of tho plo,ce v/liere I. v/as.bom^ wMch was .at 0onne\W5.ugus

on the Genesee Hiver,

sr

¥e are indebted to Mrs,« Joseph Sanders 'of Oneida f or' this interesting '
account of Corn Plant* It is from her family genealogy^
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Whon I flas ix child., I played-vTitn tiio.."butijorfliesj,- th.c grasslioppors tuad
the frogB,; and I grow up I ’bogai'i ‘fee pay-_rbiS«;t&f^t-icri and play'xdtlr
boys in the noighborlioode, and thoy todr not-ico of ny skin being li difforont acloy
frori theirs and .spoke about I inquirod of jny nothor the causoj and she tcld-
no that. r.i,y. fatlior vms a resident oxVilbiuiy,, I .still oat r:y vi ctuals out of a ..bark,
dishc I 'gro-w up to bo a young rum 'and riari-iad no a and-1 Imd no kottlo or

gU3tx« X- then loiow.whoro-riy father lived^ and vKint to soo juid found .he was

a whito__nan iind spoke -tho English langiuigOo Ho gave .go rictu/iis.while at.his,
houses when X,.started hone ho gave ne ho provision to- oat on Ho

gave no iloithor ko-ttle nor, .^gahe noithcr
were about to .robol against.tho Govornnont of Englandc ' ■

-is-.l- Indlan.

did ho tell me that A*!
.10 Uni ted States

• ■>- -I will nov.' toll yous brothors'who aro in- session of'tho logislaturo of
Ponnsylvaniaj tliat- tho Groat‘Spirit has mdo knbvia.to no, that I have been 'taeijsod

cause .thereof has boon tho Hovoluti oruu’y visx of Auoricao Iho eauso of ''
. . .''lhdian..s being'.led. into ■ sxn-.at.rjlj^t---vinoj5=''wa that'nanj? of:-: tlioH- wofo i-rr. thc priicti'co'

of ^ drihking.euid getting lht6sicat'odi-Great.,Br;i:tain'u’oq,UGsted us to'join with thee
' ih-'-thoiconflict agiiast tho Aneriaenss and praoisod the-.Indiums'land luid liqucr*

opposed to-.joining in the conflict^ as-.I, h;id notMng to do with-tho

divi-f'iealty tlmt. ezistod between the two-partloso-1 Ixivo now-inf orndd you hov7.it
■happened tliat'tho Indians'took part in i-ho rovelution and'will relate to you

' sono birc'jnstances tihit occurod,-after the war.,, Gonoral vbo was tho.n at, .
Philadolphiaj, told.no thoro'was to be a council at Eort St-anwis:,,, and the'Indiums
requested no to attend-on beha3jf of tlio Six-Rations, vMch I dld^.'.and there net -

• with-these connis.sioners who'had boen appointed to hold tho'co-unc3,lo Biey told
no that ■ thoybvouid infom no of tho cause'of ■ tlio rcvolutionj .widch I roquosted"
then to do adnutoly© HJhey then’said that It,.’originated, on o,ccount of 'the lictwy
taxes -that had'been inpesod upon, thong thivfe the Mericans .had grown, w^ary thereof
.and refused '.to pay*, vjiiicli affrontad -the Ki-ng,.'' There had,.-lik£'«wise a difficulty token '
place about' sene tea tdiicli tliey vflshod no -not’to iisej. as-iai .had been ’one .of the
causes- that nans?- people had lost-their livos^ tvnd the British Governnent-.now- being
affronted* the war connenced.ond the cannons began to roar in our covmtry*

General Putnan then told-no at tlie Council at Port-.vgtaavwix that by the late
war tip Anoricans liad gainod twbbbjectsg, thoy.;had'ostaiblished ■fehonsoiv’!cs
independent’ nation and had 'obtained sono band for the Indians to live on,- and

. ; ■ General Putnan said it ■ sliould. be grantpdj. and I sho-u!,.d--Ixavo larxd in tho State.. ■

- . of Now York for the Indi.ans'generally^: -.and-as- he '.considered it an'ardiicus task^
■ wished .to know-whab ;;^y’I wo,Cld;.roq?i3.r3l--T'xdpii-od.’-'-that',,!'vwould vrso.-rG^ endb-av-ers
to do as he requested wdth tho .Indi.ansj:’l£md for'pay therefore,'I - v/ould ’.tpleo land
upon whicli I,hov7 livOp-tfiich was presented to no by.Gov^'Mifflings j: -..-feold General
Putnan that .1 vdshod the Indians to..lxavo the pri-wiXogo of’hunting'’In,'the woods
and naking fires*which ho likevTiso assented tOe . -

■an

**■1110 'treaty that-was nade at the .aforenentioned-coTOoil has-been broken,
by sono of the whi te'people * .' wliich I now 'lnt-o,nd aog-idaiting the governor -.4 the
Sone will to people arc not.^vTilling. thit the Indians, shoulld-hunt cvy-snp.ro.’ .wiiilst .-

. 0 leis are satisfied thercw/ith.| . and tlio-se. 'wM.to people-who-fosido no'ar our.
reservarionj toll us tlmt the woods'are theirs^ and fh/it’-thoy hasro cb-tained
then fron the Govornnont-c. Phe treaty has also-been broken by tile-wM-to people

, “h ‘0 dostror all tho wolvos, «hlo.h- las not Bpokon ahont in

the council at Port-Stanwix oy.General Putnan^ but has‘originated 'ia’^elye^
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> ■ ' Coni'Pla.iit further conplains that bhThitc people could get,credit fron the ,

indlails: and do not, pa^,-then:'hd'ncetly^-acGdrdiug to .agrecaaeht'*^ also that ttl:ierc is
.a great quantity of vMskey "brought hoar our ■ reservations and the'Indians o"btain

.it and becono drahfc^^* , Ho conplains further-that'laovlahn ’been called upon to pay

taxes,.-and''-sj?yss:;^It ia. ny .dcsird.. that the Govornor--mll’'Oxenpt no'fron paying
taxes for ny land to pMte peoplej-'ahd also-to' causo-'tho money I an how obliged

to pay to bo refunded to-no^-'as I an very poor”*

■■ '?!Ehc'Govornnont. requested ne'-to-pj^-attention .to the Indians,' dad tsdee
- careof ..thenylo'how"arrived, at.-a ^ttiition-in whidi I believe the Indians cannot

exist unless .tlhe GoVernorvmil'comply .mth' rjy roquest, and send a porsoii authorised
■to,treat between-usrand.tho'.'wlii to. people the "approaching sumnor, I ha ndw-nonoro
to.speakt, ' .b ..-^v. .v ■ ■ ' : - - ■ '■ ■-

■ ■ '. ■■■■ Shej'.'sihgoieir production of Corn-Plant ' of courso'dictated to-'an inton- .^

■ proter,-.-:whd-‘acted aS'-a iaeimear.is, ■, but tlie . sontinehts .aro undoubtedly’ his,

h -'was-idatedhl'S'ggj. wiion'the land's^ re served; ^6f' thairidlffis-in. the nor thwo stern, p-ir-',
■ of ‘Pennsylvania- becano surrounded by' the farms' of--thd whJ.tes. and spue attenp-t vc

nado to tax the property- of the Seneca Chief 5 in consoquehco' of .which he -wro'be ,
’this^-epi'dtle to..the Governor®,

' - ■ .•:Ehp.-lettdn is distinguished by.-its Sinplicity :and good sense, and was ,no
doubt: di ctated-in'the concise,'nervous'and elevated style of the I.ndian "orator,
nyhich^has’ lost- much of its.- beauty and poetical character"in the .interpretation;

■ His .account; of-Ms parentage -is simple, and touchingfM.s-uhprotoctodg. yot'happy .
hoine,-5 ,j.whoro-lac'played:'^'rath.-thc-butterf liesj the,grasshoppers and the frogs® -is

, skGtpho,d;,witli a"scriptural felicity of sty3,Oo Shore •.is'^.-sonething very pathotia-

-.-.,in.-hi.s-,fdeseriptioh of' Ms-poverty when he -^^Ghew. up -to :bo’P. young-nan,and married
.a .wifo,-:and'Whad no, kettle'or guns^h. while the'brief account of M's visit to Ms

. fathey.is./mtirkod by. a-pathos of geniine feeling^-It'is'-hop ed indeed that a,s the

account,, stated, the father-was 5*noi>»conpos nent 0.3-5!! ..a';.

- ■■ ■ . . ' ^ .. ■ • • " -1

: -I Corn-.'Plant ^vra's. one of. the parties to the-treaty at port St£mwix in 1784,
.when.-, a-ilargo -cession of- territory mas made .by the- Indi'an-s«t At-the treaty of Port

■ Harrier-j five. yeairs afterwards .he took'the loading':part.r in., convoying^an-immense

tract of. country to'.the-imerican .Governnontj and-became so unpopular that Ms
life.'jf^s ■threatened by Ms inconsed trilDd® But tMs chief,".and those who acted
with Mmj.-were .induced, to make liben-fL: concessions, by.".not.ive^o'und';policy| 'for
the .Six'Nations,-..having fought on tho.royal side during'-the-.^r..of t-hd’Hovolutioxij

.. and the British'Governnont having recoghisod our ihdopondencej, and sighed a peacc-
; . without-;-stipulation for: the protection of hpr misguiddd all!0s', "they were whollly-

,at ,Qur-nercyi- In an address" sent' to tlxe. President of -the'Uni tod. States-in'-1790

'•.by Oorn-Plantj, Half lown and Big Iree^ occurs the foliowihgg ' - '■ .

t^Pa-thcr, we will not conceal from you that tlie Gs’eat ■ Spirit and not ri<3n
has. preserved'Corn'-Plant, from the hands of M-g nation.* for thoy''ask continuaUy^
■fffhore.is.'the:land upon.'.wMch our cMldren and their cMldron after, then .are-to

li.G dovti: iQtLrtold -us that thq line dravm from Pennsylvania tn Lake Ontario

.. ■ .would.'mark.it,'.forever on tho .Bastg and the-line lunning'froti-Beaver S;rtiGk to ■
Peiinsylvania would mark it on the'Host5 and wo .see’it is notMOg for first- -
comes one and then another and takes it away by oiMor- of that .people.■wM-ch

' you toll us pipmisod to secure it to us'o!’ 'He is silent^ for ho Ixss notlxlng

, to answor.%’ ihon.-.-the sun-goes'down'Ijq-open,g -big heart befCro .the'Groa'b Spirit

and-earlier."than the sun'appGar.q again up-i^'ft "11^ Mils ho.''gi.vGs-'tl'»-r^s,^fdr Mp
■ ■■.protGottoai iuringl'the..night, for -liq .fce'jLs among m©n.:-b'(3came’M6gperato by

the injuries they have received, it Goft that can protect Mm®,

It

•■«



In rcpljr to tMs ^drossj-Prcsidont Tifashington ronaxkodj ”The, norits of

Corn Plant and his friendship for the United States'-are'-woll knov/n to.’no, and
shall not he forgotten; and as a-nark of tloe osteon of the United States^ I have
directed tlao Secretary of TJar to mko hin a present of-'$250,00. either in r.onc>y. cr
goodsj as Com Plant shall like host,w

In Ilia effort to presoiye. peace with his p.o.worfh.1 neighhors, Com Plant
incurred alternately the suspicion of both partiesj the whites inputing liin a
secret agenej’' in the deproda.tions of lawless individuals of his nation, while
the Senecas-wore’ sonetines - Jealous of liis' apparent fane with the white's, and
regarded hi’n as a pensionary of-'their oppressorso His ceursp,' howe’vcr', was .

- prudent and consistent,, and his influonpo-ypry.gro'at.'h ,
He resided on-the hanks of the Allegliany:.river,- a -few riilos holow tho

Junction, upon a tract of fino land within'the .lini-ts^nf PenrisylvaMa and not
far fron the line hotwoen-that-Sfeto and ITow To.rk,. He oTOch' thirteen hundred,
.acres of land, of -which .six hundred-.worc.- 'cor!prohendcd wiilih .the .yillago occupied,
-'hy his 'pebploV The .Chief ;favordd‘”thG' Qliristian' r61igion“ and ■wdlcmod- thoso whp
Cano to teach it,:-. ,f:--

Heferring to his personality,- an oninent .writorisayss *’Hc 'ms'tho riya-l

of Hed Ja-ckot, Without-tho -connanding genius .of •-Eed. japket,-ho possessed; a,largo-
share of- the comon sense,''which is nore; cffi.ei,e.nt in all the,ordinary affairs-

-■ -of life, Ihcy were-both ahlo ,neh|- hoth acquired the confidence'of their pe.oplp
. hut the patriotisn of.-Sed Jacket -was exlii'bited in an ut^iolding hatred of the.,, .-f-

whites, ^He' Gorn Plant adopted''tho opposite-'policy of ' conciliation toward his
.- more powerful neighhqrso The one was an ora,tor of .unhlonished reputation^; tho-

othor an Orator of unrivalled eloquence*--Both-were shreM, artful and espert
negotiatorsj and .they,prevailed alternately'.ovor,each other', as oppoii:unities
w'ore offered to either for. the; exertion-of' Ms - peculiar ahili ties. The one rose , ...
into power- -f/hen the -Sonccas wore onhittored against tho whites j and the other
acquired consequence when.lt ho.cane. dosirahlc to cultivate friendly relations ..
upon tho frontier, ' : '

’ On-one occasion Red ,Jn.ckot wsa^oasting of. what he Md said at certain

-troatics,' when Corn Plant quickly added,- wyes, hut we told you -wlvit to say^,**.
.Horatio Jones said of Com Plants ‘*Ho .vras one of the host' non to' havo on your .,

side., hut it- was decide^l?; unl-uclcr if ho thotight you wore v^ongg,:’'.'
-. Corn plant was thi first as -well as .ono of- tho nost. oloquent- tenperonco

lecturers In the.United.States, and labored.hajrd to-save. Ms people fron tMs.,'
growing evil, for-wMch Ms wMte noighhors-wore largely, .responslhleo •

In ,Ms latter days he heCano superstitious,,-, and'Ms conscience repros>chod

hin for Ms friendsMp toward tho-.wMtes, and in a nonent of alarn^ fancying tha,t
the G-reat Spirit-had, cpnnanded Mn to destroy: all evidence of Ms .connection with
the qnenios of Ms raco, ho dostroX'^^' aft, cle.gant- aword^ and othor articles wMch

he had rocoiyod as-presents* .
There; .-can no-longer ho, Miy doubt, of Ms relationship to the Ahcol far-iillyi'

His mother told Mn-tlXit his fatherts ntino .\7au Aheel, of...OfBail,-The. latter mane
does not appear in the’Albany records,-and--it-is doubtful, if such a person ever
li-VBd in that city, DHao nano of Abocl'is."still preserved'with'the trih® on. the •
resorvation* ' ,

Tho Mstory of Montgonery County, page' 233 says*

Oornplantor viMtod Port Plain in Ms native dross about the 1810,, bringing
with Mn several Indians of dignified rank, Tlioy wore cordially wolcone.d .by-the, .

■ chief*s relatives, going first to.the house ..of Joseph Wagner, father of Potor Wagnor,

t-,.
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who was grandson on tho nothcr*s side of Jolm iheel,, Kio panty also visited
the hiouse of jiycliolas-S^-gert,,-whoso wife was a sister of Mrs# Ivagncr ajid was

richly ontortainodj';and"then at the house of Ja.coh Ahocl^ living with liis
widoTOd nothor on their old honosteado The Indians wore treated with hospitality^
Iho visit la,stod several days, and the guests- were."the contra.! attraction of

village society^ for, .Oornplantcr was'a ngmd'of nohlc .-hearing, and-wf.is decorated
with a,ll the' native splay..:of.; cdstunic''a.ppropr-5,atQ--te his .nank* His father ait

that tine liad heeh deaid.nprp-thdh- a dozQh'yqars«.-- ■■■-■' ■ ' ’. *. --;
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■ ‘' .lIlSSEiieilJ' 'MD TEOp: TO DEATH .;■•;■

1816

All across the iiorthorn HnitGi States that spring'of.,1816, .the /.
■ -frozen, fieldh were •tm.planted, the yoim'g crops killM'hy'unnatural .cold/ ■
and the famefs plagued hy' the 'froeldtsh '■weather,. and- frpst / struck

one section's flashfloods'another, /Tenperat'ores fluct'ua.tod wilh one drop
of 40 degrees, over night,:.'

Sy May, there were-seen, sunspots, ah eight of the sun* s'^anetor.
and .snokod glass was used to view the -signs and vTonders,. In June,- 6 inches
of show fell ih central New York, twelve in Quehec, half grown loaves sloed
and s'wallows. froze in their nests,. The sane storn. swept to Maine killing

corn and sheep,-in Yernpnt there, were one ^d one-half feet of show - in '

‘ Boston'oight./night.s’'of-kl'iiir^ frost,'Elsewhere-in.-'New Englahd liailstoms
stripped hlossons and drove Juno peas into the nud,' . -

■ Snow flurries ih July;and Ajigust prevented corn, fodder would not

naice. So feed for cattle was hrought, from southern states., Sono panicky
famers sold out and moved to the'midwest, . ^ *

THE NORTH AMBEIGMilHEVIE¥'on Sunspots 1816,' said, ”No cause for

alarm,1* hut, giwe no explanation for the weather, later tests showed the

importance of light, and heat,-'and queries were made oh'what would happen
if .the.' sun should got tired of lighting and. warning the earth. There was,

no mention of wlmt made it cold in New England -- an event 10,000 isiles
away. It. ■was a volcano, Mt, Tanhoro, 13,000 feet, that killed during an

eruption 56,000 .on jm.ohscuro island, Sumhawa, near Baliin the Netherland,.
'Indies, five days and nights a blazing funnel, dimmed the "sun in Java 500,

miles a-way.

Molten lava boiled over-the rim seven miles wide and. flowed down

the mountain side, .Fiery fragments of stone falling on the. country side
- lik^o rain burned villages, Whirlwind and tidal waves' completed, ■bhe loss
of coastal towns.. The peak of the .volcano •was leveled 4000 feet. Volcanic

... - dust '.rocketed in the air and the upper air. current carried it. around the :
: world,Only three times in history, has dust encircled the earth; « Asanh'^
Japan,:, in 1783; Teenhorp''1815; KrakataOj 'Sunda'Straits, 1883^ and after
each the world, was cold, • ' "

In Tonboro*s'case dust made-a great cosmic ■umbrella-that dimmed

the s\m@ Its rays could .not penetrate with-usual strength. Thus 1816 h£i,s

Come to us as the |*year without a.summer,« Americans called' it ^Eighteen
Hundred and'Froze to Death,**

Rev, H, 0, Hebblethwaito . .
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• THS'OCTOBSR IffiSBIlIG-

Charles Wray, the speaker^The Octohor meeting i/Tas well .attended, Mr

• presented a very fine collection of color slides shovTing some of the many

•artifacts ho and Harry Schoff ..have collected .in', their e3cploration of the

Seneca village Sites, We are sorry that Harry could not also he uith use

The'doctors had just finished .excavating on liirn for a, had appendix and v/e

hoard that ha is doing.fine.

The f ollomng is an extract from an' article written hy Charles Wray and .

i^rrjr L, Schoff and published in the Pennsylvania Archaeologist^ It covers

. ; his talk to us at the meeting and is. used.with.the permission of the authors,

A PESnillHARY'ESPORT Oh* THB SBHSCA SSQ,IIEHC.B IN WBSTBIQT HEW •YORK

•:, 155CV.168V ■ ;.: ,

Charles. Pe,., Wray .and Harry L, Schoff ’

The Iroquois Pive Nati.onsj Seneca, Cayuga, Ononda'^i., Oneida and Moha-vdCj

mdde their hond'in northern New York State, The . Sene'ca, _ hy far the most
populous of the groups, were the youngest memher, and" were the guardians

of the western door of ..this'lleague of nations.

Many collections of archaeological matori.al have heen gathered from the

sites of ancient Seneca cillages and huria-1 grounds. Some of these collec

tions have heen scattered and los'lJ, This grea.t wealth of'material has long

needed studying and an attempt at correlating, and dating the sites should

he mads while there yet remains S'ome record in the ground. With this in

mind we offer this tentative outline of the sequence, and dates of the

major Seneca villages, hasing our conclusions on. the res'olts.of' twenty

years of personal field research, ', , ■

The' Senoca village's of .the early historic period (155&-1687) are
located in a relatively restricted area of some ICO square miles in

Western Hew York, approximately twenty miles south-of Rochester, in the

counties of Monroe, Ontario and Livingstone They .comprise': twenty-two
knovm sites of wluch-tliirteen .are of major size, the .remaining nine

being lesser vill.a,ges' or suhstationso The major villages'are. divided

geograpMcally into' two .group's, a'\7e,stern group of seven villages'"

' along the water-shed of 8p'i'ing Brook, and .an eastern.-group of six

■ villages in the Honeoye'and-Mud 'Creek valleysfe

Tlie Senecas had two coexisting great villages which they moved-seven

general northward direction. Since..- ■ times in approximately 150 years in a
■they moved only seven tines they must Ivwo remained 15 to 25 years in

each location. In cixanging .their villages, they usually moved a scant

' bno or two niles. This northward trend in their migration was.first noted

hy Houghton, The destruction of their villages iK. .1687 .by-the'Pr-ench amj^

of General LeNonvillG' terminated this north-;?a'r(i isiigrati'on and ..documented

' thp date and locati.o.n of the Seneca capitruls -at that-timel"' .



iftcr-the destruction-of their to^ms, the Seneca noved eastward

. ten or twenty miles to’the present Ganandtiiguaiand Geneva area and

subsequently-, scattered in nmerous' smaller cillages about the Pinger

Lakes and the'middle and upper-Genesee'Talley,

ITho prehistoric villages of. the -Seneca have not been,positively .

identified,. Ihey .tvay ,be represented either.by'the series of fortified

sites .found in'the Bristol and Genesee valleys- arid best represented by

the site at Eichnohd Mills,- or they may bo-'represented by the- .series of

valley bottom sites such as found at Dansvilla'^and long point. Archeology

ical evidence supports the latter, - h

The destrviction of the Serioca burial sites has been in progress,

for 250 years,- Present-day excavations '.show that very'shortly after
. burial; some of tlie-graves- were robbed of their useful articles such-as

.-'wampm,;-- glass beahs, .iron axes and .-good brass kettles, -Hfitive, material,
- left behind, TThoover did the looting'knew-where most of the imporiiantwas _

graves wore' and whore in them to look. This nay have been done-by the

Senecas, thonsolves or possib]^ by DeNonvillels--Indian allies during

■' their invasion, \ ^

■With the arrival of the early settlors the graves were again dug

into; tiiis time the. scavengers wore in-quest of'iron for the blacksmiths

Excavation of those graves disclosesbnly iron ;rust stains where .axes,

knives and guns had been, ■ The native-made.material T/as left behind;

scattered-in,-tlie-grave fill* - .. ;

' The search by the curious for. Indian relics began as early as '1822,

but did-not become popul^u* uhtil the turn of the century,'Only, the oldest

of the Seneca sites escaped the several lootings probably, because their

.locations had been forgotten and: because'less--trade material was .found

on them,--Scientific excavation' of these important burials has.-been a \

recent development,

• . -

- . ooiTCiusioisrs" ,

Preliistoric Seneca Arclutelogy is in-a.confused state, projecting '

the cultural trends badkward as'indicated by their; earIs^ historic sites,

- - we would es^ect their preM.storic villages to' be" on fortified high ground

and to possess a cUlturb’ comprised of low collared castellated and spouted

grit, tempered pottery of medium size, atcking pipes, but with,a well dovel-»

- oped bone, stone and shell industry, ,

The pottery suggests strong links mth the Brio and weak 'connections

.'with the Richmond Mills type. (Oasaiga), The rarity of pipes, especially, of -
clay similarly shows little Connection with Richmond Mills,'The relative

abundance of ocean.beads, and'pendants, eviden-tly not manufactured, in their

own village's suggests connections'to the.south (Maiylarid.and Virginia),.,
All their flint aTticrafts were made of- western Hew Tprk or, Ontario*.' .. .
Onondaga flint, so if they were new comers they would have had to come

from the direction of Buffalo, The.-general northward 'and eastward mi^a** .
tion of Seneca historic villages would indicate-thei-r.-povement.. from-south

or west. The recent potterjr btudy by MdHeish suggests a lineage coming

from the Bansville area, some thirty miles to the-southwest.
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Tho first European trade goods ‘arrived in the liands of the Senoctis

inddrect source, prohahly hy hariior and trade vath the coastalhy aai

Indians or from the early exploring and fishing toa-tBo IThe style of
vreauing earring, often only one ear TDoing; decorated, night sten-fron

the-sane stylo popular anong the Basque ^.^whose h oat.s.,were early along
the Atlantic seahoarde ’

Ihe stone ,axe vias the first nativev.tool- to, he replaced >y. its ^
European iron counterpart, Eext in order of their replacehent -went ■.

hannerstones,'flint knives, arrov^-pointsg perforators and scrapers,
hone tools, pottery, grinding stones, conhs, wonpum and lastly pipes
(after 1800),

The first articles of European origin the Seneca received, other

tlian the iron axe and knife, attracted their esthetic sense,rather

than their comon sense. Brass kettles- -were- cut up and made into, heads

and pendants and'not'until 50. or 75 years later is there evidence of

their hoing used for cooking and eating or as offerings to the. dead.,'
G-lass heads 'were evidently among the first articles that these Indians

desired and they soon acquired then in ahundancec The recent studj' of
trade ma,terial hy Mr, Kenneth E, Kidd'of the University of - Toronto has •'

disclosed that nearly 600 different varieties of glass heads -were' hrought'
unto-this country for the Indian trade, : -

The custom of gihing the dead offerings used their-,s-todk ef European '
materia,! nearly as fast as the Seneca received it^
much left to bond do?fli- tp tho next gonGra.tions This is .host showi hy' the
cycle of head types found on their sites. The oa.rliost s'itds- produced .
mainly pound Polyclircrffi headsj afterwards tubular types fiopG dominant
and these in turn disappeared in favor of rouid single-^'-colore d glass

hea^s. The vlre vround variety of glass head does not occur on these

prewi700 siteso This c^'-cle of head types .prohahly also reflects

European Influence, Tho later head types, were'cheaper and easier to

manufacture t]ian .the complicated polyclorome varieties and prohahly
represent exploitation of the growing Indian fur- fradPt, On the sites

after 1700 there appe-ans -to he a mixture of earlier and later head

types~i- perhaps the result of looting of the earlier "burial, grourids,

Basic hurial customs were slow to change'aild aside from- the ever«

increasing amount of European material ..given to the dead little cliange

took place until the Jesuits were estahlisloed among■ the'Seneca, a,-round
the 1650*s. The extended form of huuial ;-jas slc?rl3'-"«.idopte d and-hy 1687
nearly half of the burials were extended^. After 1687 most .burials

made in the extended position in profgressive-ly shallower graves until

by 1779 they were' barely below the present plow depth, Oenoterlesnvoro

more numerous after 16.50 and -wer#: usually close to the village site

often beginning at the edge of tJie refuse, heap and on ridges or sides
of ridges facing the villago. Some cemeteries were as far as lialf a mile .

from the village^ Tillages were compact and concentrated a.s late as 1687®

Thera, just -,ms. npt too,

were



Tlao long house •was the only type of d-wolling and tiiese -structusos

wore,of large size, containing several fonilios. iDeUonville doscrihos

the long hoTises at Sonnontuan as^ lseing. over 50 feet lOTig hnd 20 feet,

wide, A long .house si ■bp explored hy nenhers of the Morgah dhapter,
N,t, .S.A,A«' at Factory Hollow in 1950, was found'to he over 100 foot

long hand 15 feet wide,
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